


says. “‘Mom’s gone three or four days
a week, and Dad picks up the slack.
When I'm home, we switch roles, and
our kids quit running to Dad — they
run to me. David steps out of the
way and lets me be Mom, and I let
him be Dad.” It may sound a little
complicated, but Chonda and David
find it works for them!

Coffee—Table Conversation

Motherhood Just Gracks Her Up!
When asked if motherhood has been
everything she expected, Chonda
can’t help laughing herself. “Not at
all,” she replies with a chuckle. “It’s
actually been better than I ever
dreamed it would be. There have
been days when it’s been challeng-
ing,” she offers. “I remember all
those silly things I said I would do
better and different than my mother
— well,” she adds laughing again,
“I've spent a lot of time going back
and apologizing to my mother!”&

Kathy Chapman Sharp is magazine min-
istry specialist for LifeWay Christian Re-
sources. She is also a contributing editor for
HomelLife magazine.

The Giodh of Joy,

od is the One who created true joy and laughter. Life might
not always be a laughing matter, but God did intend for us to
experience an abundant, overflowing, joyfilled life.

It seems like most of us are on a search for joy and happiness. We
may try to find ultimate happiness and joy from our work, our friends,
our children, our bank account, or even from things we
can buy like a house, a car, or even good food. While
these things can bring a measure of joy for a time, they
will never ultimately satisfy our longing for lasting joy
and happiness. Friends and family will disappoint us at one time or
another. Money may come and go. And anything we own has the po-
tential to be lost, burned, or stolen.

Lasting joy and happiness comes from a personal relationship with
God through His Son, Jesus Christ. Having a personal relationship
with Jesus doesn’t mean that you will never experience loss or grief,
but He’ll be with you every step of the way.

If you have never experienced the joy that comes from knowing
God, why not do so today? Through Jesus Christ you can have a per-
sonal, intimate, and joyful relationship with God.

Begin by recognizing your need for God. The Bible tells us in Ro-

mans 3:23 that we are all sinners. We all have rebelled against God
and have tried to find a joy—filled life in other things besides Him. This
sin could forever keep us from knowing God. But God has provided
Jesus Christ to be a sacrifice for our sin. If we acknowledge our sin,
turn from it, and ask God to forgive us, He will. He will forgive you,
save you from the eternal consequences of your sin,
[ &) and give you eternal life with Him. You can experience

the true joy of God’s presence in your life today.
Pray a prayer similar to this one if you want to begin

this new life in Christ:

Dear God, | know that | am a sinner. | believe Jesus died to forgive
me of my sin. | repent and turn from my sin. | accept Your forgiveness
and the gift of eternal life. Thank You for forgiving me and for my new
life. I want to follow You in all | do. Amen.

If you prayed this prayer, please take time to write the editorial staff
of this magazine at ParentLife, MSN 140, 127 Ninth Avenue North,
Nashville, Tennessee 37234—0140; or email us at parentlife@life-
way.com. We have a free gift that we would like to send your way to
help you in your new journey with God. May your new life with Christ
fill your day with true joy!
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